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DAYTON, Ohio- Beginning with the class of 2007- the upcoming school year's 
sophomores - all high school students in the Buckeye state will be required to pass the Ohio 
Graduation Test to receive a diploma. The stakes are high. But is the bar set correctly? Does the 
OGT meet the needs of employers and higher education? Is it too hard, too easy or just right? 
How will it influence the ways Ohio schools operate? What issues have other states struggled 
with when implementing high-stakes graduation tests? What must be done to ensure that Ohio 
students have the best possible preparation to pass the OGT? 
These and other questions regarding Ohio's newest high school graduation requirement 
will be examined during a statewide conference called "The Ohio Graduation Test: 
Perspectives on High-Stakes Testing," held from 7:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 19, at 
Sinclair Community College, Building 12, South Perry and Third streets in downtown Dayton. 
The conference will feature experts, educators and policymakers from the local, state and 
national scenes. (See schedule of events below.) 
It is co-sponsored by the University of Dayton's School of Education and Allied 
Professions and the Thomas B. Fordham Foundation. 
"The value of this test to Ohio's students, educators and citizens hinges crucially on 
whether it's a good test - covering the right stuff, relevant to the world these young people 
will inhabit, hard enough but not unattainable, able to be prepared for- as well as how people 
use the results and the state's scrupulousness in regularly reviewing and updating it," said 
Fordham President Chester E. Finn Jr. "The goal of this conference is to make sure that these 
vital issues are fully aired and properly addressed." 
The Ohio Graduation Test (OGT) will replace ninth-grade proficiency tests and, 
according to the Ohio Department of Education, is a "more rigorous measure of students' high 
school achievement." 
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"The Ohio Graduation Test represents an important step in Ohio's journey to 
educational excellence," said Thomas J. Lasley, dean of the University of Dayton's School of 
Education and Allied Professions. "It is a big step and one that educators need to be fully 
informed about if the high stakes test is to become an opportunity for enhanced student 
achievement as opposed to one that creates negative consequences." 
The conference will compare the OGT's requirements to other states, discussing the 
potential positive and negative effects of such tests. The conference also will pinpoint how the 
new tests mesh with related policy initiatives, such as the federal No Child Left Behind Act. 
There is no charge to attend the conference, which is open to the public. However, 
reservations are required and must be made by Friday, Aug. 13. Contact Julie Slife of the 
University of Dayton at (937) 229-3348 or via e-mail at julie.slife@notes.udayton.edu. For media 
reservations or questions, contact Kristen Wicker of the University of Dayton at (937) 229-3256 
or via e-mail at wicker@udayton.edu. 
A map and directions to Sinclair Community College's Building 12 are available online 
at www .sinclaircenter .sinclair.edu. 
The parking garage entrance is located off West Fourth Street, less than half a block west 
of the Perry Street intersection. Parking is under Building 12. 
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For media interviews, contact Thomas Lasley at (937) 229-3327 or via e-mail at 
thomas.lasley@notes.udayton.edu or Jennifer Leischer of the Thomas B. Fordham Foundation 
at (202) 223-5452 or via e-mail at jleischer@edexcellence.net. 
For more on the Ohio Graduation Test, see "A Guide to the New Ohio Graduation Test 
for Students and Families," provided by the Ohio Department of Education at 
http:/ /www.ode.state.oh.us/proficiency /PDF /OGTGuide.pdf. 
Between 3-4 p.m. the day of the conference, a news release covering the event will be 
posted at http://alumni.udayton.edu/ for use by reporters interested in covering the event but 
unable to attend. 
THE OHIO GRADUATION TEST: 
PERSPECTIVES ON HIGH STAKES TESTING 
Sponsored by: 
University of Dayton School of Education and Allied Professions 
Thomas B. Fordham Foundation 
Date: 7:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Aug. 19, 2004, 
Location: Sinclair Community College 
Smith Auditorium, Building 12, Room 12150 
• 7:45-8:15 a.m.: Registration and continental breakfast. 
• 8:15-8:30 a.m.: Welcome by UD President Daniel J. Curran and Sinclair Community College 
President Steven Johnson. 
• 8:30-8:45 a.m.: Program overview by Chester E. Finn Jr., Thomas B. Fordham Foundation. 
• 8:45-9:15 a.m.: "Setting the Landscape," by Matt Gandal, executive vice president of Achieve 
Inc., which helps states raise academic standards. Discussion to include what graduation tests 
actually measure, what it takes for students to pass them and how the OGT compares to tests in 
other states. 
• 9:15-10:30 a.m.: Panel discussion, "State Perspectives on High-Stakes Graduation Tests," with 
Matt Gandal; Andrew Calkins, executive director of Mass Insight Education; and Stanley G. 
Jones, Indiana state commissioner of higher education. Discussion to include the reasoning 
behind graduation tests, what states are doing to help students pass, and the reactions of 
educators and parents to graduation tests. 
- • 10:30-11:30 a.m.: Panel discussion, "Buckeye State Perspectives on the OGT," with Richard 
Stoff, president of the Ohio Business Roundtable; William L. Bainbridge of SchoolMatch; Susan 
Bodary, executive assistant for education for Ohio Gov. Bob Taft; and Ellen Belcher, Dayton 
Daily News editorial page editor. Discussion to include the test's origins, how it will work and 
how it might be improved. 
• 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Panel discussion, "District and Teacher Perspectives on the OGT," with 
Judy Hennessey, superintendent of Oakwood City Schools and incoming principal of the 
Dayton Early College Academy; Doug Mangen, Vandalia board of education member; Percy 
Mack, superintendent of Dayton Public Schools; and Tom Mooney, president of the Ohio 
Federation of Teachers. Discussion to include how school leaders and teachers view the OGT, 
efforts made to help teachers understand the test, how educators are helping students prepare 
for it, and how the OGT is affecting local school districts. 
• 12:30-1:30p.m.: Lunch roundtable discussion with Mitch Chester, associate superintendent of 
policy and accountability with the Ohio Department of Education. 
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